Comparison of the Hoffmann-Vidal external fixator and the Ilizarov apparatus in the treatment of open fractures of the tibia.
In order to compare the effectiveness of the Hoffmann-Vidal external fixator and the Ilizarov compression extension apparatus, the authors compared two homogeneous groups of 25 patients, selected by the computer, with open fractures of the mid third of the tibia. Clinical and radiographic comparison provided the important data necessary for an evaluation of the reliability of the two methods.